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William Shakespeare's Family
Wiliam Shokespeare s thought o
have been born on 23rd April, 1564 in
Streford-sponevon, England. 1t is not
known exectly when he was bor, but
historians know tha he wos baptised on
April 26thand a tha time, pcple were
ofien boptised three doys after their
iy

William was the third child of John and Mary Shakespeare. His father was o
leather merchant and his mother was o local-landed heiress, which basically
meant that she came from a weaithy family

‘Shakespeare, the Young Man
On November 20t, 1582, a the age.f
18, Willam married Anne Hothawesy
Anne was 26 yeas old when they got
married

They hod o doughter colled Susanna
i 1583. Two gears lte, Anne gve
birth to twine - boy clled Homnet
and a it clld Jdith. Trogcaly, ot
theageof 11, Hamnet died,mpposediy
from th bubonic plague

Shakespeare the Playwright
The Lond Chambarins Men wes an
acing company that Willam partly
owned Ther name was changed 1o
The Kig's e afer King James 1 ws
crouned the new king of Enlard.

By now, William was beginsing to sell.
some of his written werk and by 1597,
‘Shakespeors was beginning fo carm a ot

I the mid 13508, it s thought Wiliam
left Stratford and arrivd in London.
The family remained in Stratford
When he first arrived in the capital
city, some historans believ that he
werked as a horse attendnt at some
of London's theatres.

84 1592, he was earning money as an
actor and a playwright

of moey 50 he bought the seconclargest
house in his hometownof Straford.
Howeve, a i took about four days to
get from London to Stratford by horse,
Williom only ever wert home during
the forty days of Lent when the theatres
were clossdt
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‘Shakespeare's Plays

‘Shakespeare wrote heartrending plays  King Lear Some o his plays have been

called tragedies and comedsy plagz. made into films and cartoons, uch s

Several of his plays were performed in Gromeo and Julet, which isthe story

front of Queen Elzabeth of Romeo and Juiet retod with two
gorden gnomes s the main characters!

Much Ado About Nothing, The Taming
ofthe Shrew and A Midsummer Night's He wrote about themes which people
Dream are comedies which are based could relate - jealousy, anger, love,
on misunderstandings and mishaps. romance, rligion and war.
The tragediesare based around misery.
oss and disllusionment. Some of these
are Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet and

in the English language that he invented.

Some o them are:
all that gltters i not gold  foirplay
barefoced bedazzled
hobroh wetchdog
wald goose chase locklustre

William Shakespeare died on April 23rd, 1616, which was the same day as his
birthday, at the age of 52.

Although the cause of Shakespears's death s not recorded, some years later, &
vicar raported that he disd of o fevr. Shakespears had written his wil a fow
morths befors he died and famously, and rather strangely, lft hiz wife his
‘second best bedand all his other possessions to his daughter

Each year around the 23rd April, the streets of Stratford-upon-Avon.
are filled with music, song and performers in celebration of the life of
William Shakespeare.
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Questions
1. Hone hv istorians workad ot when Shkespere's bty Gl e been?

2. Look at the second paragraph. Identify two facts we are told about Shakespeare and
iz family.
a
b,

3. What word tell usthat the cause of Hamnet's death is unclear?

4 Trueorfole? Read thec sentences and rowrite ang fole sentences o that they are true
Falze

Around 1565, Shakaspeare moved to London.
v the children stayed in Stratford.
Shabespeare became  historian inthe capial
‘Shalkespeare made money 0 @ plaguright.

5. Explain who The King's Men were.

6. Look o theparagraph beginning "By now..”to the pragraph ending °_theatres were cloce”.
What impresions about Shakespear,thefamily man, do you et fom these two paragraph?
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7. What other word could the cuthor have used intead of heartrending’?

5. Use the tobletosot the names o some of Shakecpeare’s lae.

Tragedie: Comedie:

‘Why do youthink Shakespeare wrote pls bt themes that people could relate to?

10. What opinion do you have about Shakespeare? Explin your thoughts.





